
 
Grade 5 English Language Arts & Reading | 2026 – 2027 

Instructional Plan        

 

Course 
Overview 

Grade 5 English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) uses the Savvas myView Literacy curriculum, 
which is aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Throughout the year, students 
will engage in units built around an essential question, a theme, and a multi-genre approach to 
reading and writing. In each unit, students will read literary and informational texts connected to 
social studies, science, and/or the humanities. Each unit will culminate in collaborative, project-
based activities that help students compare texts, share ideas, and demonstrate their growth as 
stronger readers, writers, speakers, and thinkers. 

Course 
Standards 

Grade 5, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, English Language Arts and Reading 

Instructional 
Materials 

Savvas myView Literacy 
 

Scope & Sequence 
Units & 

Instructional 
Days 

Assessments & 
Scanning 
Deadlines 

Standards 

Unit 1: 
Journeys 

 
30 Instructional 

Days 

BOY RenSTAR 
8/24/26 – 9/11/26 Window 

 
Mid-Unit Exam 

TX_ELA_5thELA _F26_MUE1 
 

Scanning Deadline: 9/24/26 
 

Unit Exam 
TX_ELA_5thELA _F26_UE1 

 
Scanning Deadline: 10/15/26 

 
During Unit 1, students will complete 
two district assessments, a mid-unit 

exam after week 3 and an end-of-unit 
exam after week 6. Campuses will 

also administer additional curriculum-
based formative assessments, such 

as quizzes, at their discretion. 

Strand 1 | Foundational Language Skills | 5.1(A), 5.1(B), 5.1(C), 5.1(D), 
5.2(A)(ii), (iv), (v), 5.2B(i), (vi), (vi), 5.2(C), 5.3(A), 5.3(B), 5.3(C), 5.3(D), 5.4, 5.5 
 
Strand 2 | Comprehension | 5.6(A), 5.6(B), 5.6(C), 5.6(D), 5.6(E), 5.6(F), 5.6(G), 
5.6(H) 
 
Strand 3 | Response Skills | 5.7(A), 5.7(B), 5.7(C), 5.7(D), 5.7(E), 5.7(F), 5.7(G) 
 
Strand 4 | Multiple Genres | 5.8(B), 5.9, 5.9(B), 5.9(D)(i), (ii), (iii), 5.9E(i), (ii), (iii), 
5.9(F) 
 
Strand 5 | Author’s Purpose & Craft | 5.10(A), 5.10(B), 5.10(C), 5.10(D), 5.10(E), 
5.10(F) 
 
Strand 6 | Composition | 5.11(A), 5.11(B)(i), (ii), 5.11(C), 5.11(D)(i), (iii), (iv), (v), 
(vii), (x), (xi), 5.11(E), 5.12(A), 5.12(B), 5.12(C), 5.12(D) 
 
Strand 7 | Inquiry & Research | 5.13(A), 5.13(B), 5.13(C), 5.13(D), 5.13(E), 
5.13(F), 5.13(H) 

Unit 2: 
Observations 

 
30 Instructional 

Days 

Unit Exam 
TX_ELA_5thELA _F26_UE2 

 
Scanning Deadline: 12/17/26 

 
During Unit 2, students will complete 
an end-of-unit exam after week 6. A 
mid-unit exam is not scheduled after 
week 3 due to the timing of the Fall 

STAAR Interim Assessment. 
Campuses will also administer 

additional curriculum-based formative 
assessments, such as quizzes, at 

their discretion. 

Strand 1 | Foundational Language Skills | 5.1(A), 5.1(B), 5.1(C), 5.1(D), 
5.2(A)(ii), (iv), (v), (i), (v), (vi), 5.2(C), 5.3(B), 5.4 
 
Strand 2 | Comprehension | 5.6(A), 5.6(B), 5.6(C), 5.6(G), 5.6(H), 5.6(I) 
 
Strand 3 | Response Skills | 5.7(B), 5.7(E), 5.7(F), 5.7(G) 
 
Strand 4 | Multiple Genres | 5.9(D)(i), (ii), (iii), 5.9(E)(i), (ii), (iii), 5.9(F) 
 
Strand 5 | Author’s Purpose & Craft | 5.10(A), 5.10(B), 5.10(C), 5.10(E), 5.10(F) 
 
Strand 6 | Composition | 5.11(A), 5.11(B)(i), (ii), 5.11(D)(i), (ii), (v), (vi), (ix), (x), 
(xi), 5.11(E), 5.12(B), 5.12(C), 5.12(D) 
 
Strand 7 | Inquiry & Research | 5.13(B), 5.13(C), 5.13(D), 5.13(E) 
 
Note: This unit will incorporate embedded opportunities for students to make 
connections to the STAAR extended constructed-response informational writing 
task.  During this unit, students will pause to complete the Fall STAAR Interim 
Assessment, anticipated to occur around Week 3, subject to the regional academic 
calendar. 

Fall RLA STAAR Interim Testing Window: Oct. 26 – 30, 2026 | Scanning Deadline: 11/5/26 

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=05%2F05%2F2026&recordId=196160


Units & 
Instructional 

Days 

Assessments & 
Scanning 
Deadlines 

Standards 

Unit 3: 
Reflections 

 
30 Instructional 

Days 

MOY RenSTAR  
1/11/27 – 1/29/27 Window  

 
Mid-Unit Exam 

TX_ELA_5thELA _S27_MUE3 
 

Scanning Deadline: 1/21/27 
 

Unit Exam 
TX_ELA_5thELA _S27_UE3 

 
Scanning Deadline: 2/18/27 

 
During Unit 3, students will complete 
two district assessments, a mid-unit 

exam after week 3 and an end-of-unit 
exam after week 6. Campuses will 

also administer additional curriculum-
based formative assessments, such 

as quizzes, at their discretion. 
 

Strand 1 | Foundational Language Skills | 5.1(A), 5.1(C), 5.2(A)(iii), (iv), (v), 
5.3(A), 5.3(B), 5.3(C), 5.3(D), 5.4, 5.5 
 
Strand 2 | Comprehension | 5.6(A), 5.6(D), 5.6(E), 5.6(H) 
 
Strand 3 | Response Skills | 5.7(A), 5.7(E), 5.7(F) 
 
Strand 4 | Multiple Genres | 5.8(A), 5.8(B), 5.8(C), 5.9(A), 5.9(B), 5.9(C), 5.9(E)(iii) 
 
Strand 5 | Author’s Purpose & Craft | 5.10(D), 5.10(G) 
 
Strand 6 | Composition | 5.11(B)(i), (ii), 5.11(C), 5.11(D)(v), (vi), (vii), (ix), (x), 
5.12(C) 
 
Strand 7 | Inquiry & Research | 5.13(B), 5.13(C), 5.13(F), 5.13(G) 
 
Note: This unit should be finished ahead of the Spring STAAR Interim Assessment. 
This unit will incorporate embedded opportunities for students to make connections 
to the STAAR extended constructed-response argumentative writing task. 

Spring RLA STAAR Interim Testing Window: Feb. 22 – 26, 2027 | Scanning Deadline: 3/4/27 

Unit 4: Liberty 
 

30 Instructional 
Days 

Unit Exam 
TX_ELA_5thELA _S27_UE4 

 
Scanning Deadline: 5/20/27 

 
During Unit 4, students will complete 
an end-of-unit exam after week 6. A 
mid-unit exam is not scheduled after 

week 3 due to the timing of the Spring 
STAAR Interim assessment. 

Campuses will also administer 
additional curriculum-based formative 

assessments, such as quizzes, at 
their discretion. 

Strand 1 | Foundational Language Skills | 5.1(A), 5.1(D)(v), 5.2(A)(i), 5.3(C), 
5.3(D), 5.4 
5.5 
 
Strand 2 | Comprehension | 5.6(A), 5.6(B), 5.6(F), 5.6(G), 5.6(I) 
 
Strand 3 | Response Skills | 5.7(A), 5.7(D) 
 
Strand 4 | Multiple Genres | 5.8(A), 5.8(B), 5.8(D), 5.9(D)(ii), (iii), 5.9(F) 
 
Strand 5 | Author’s Purpose & Craft | 5.10(B) 
 
Strand 6 | Composition | 5.11(B)(i), 5.11(C), 5.11(D)(ii), (iii), (iv), (vi), (viii), (x), 
5.11(E), 5.12(A) 
 
Strand 7 | Inquiry & Research | 5.13(A), 5.13(D), 5.13(H) 
 
Note: During this unit, students will pause to complete the Spring STAAR Interim 
Assessment and STAAR Success Unit, subject to each regional academic 
calendar. Unit 4 should resume once students complete the Spring RLA STAAR 
assessment. 

STAAR 
Success Unit 

 
10 Instructional 

Days 

Not applicable 
 

During this unit, campuses will 
administer formative assessments as 

determined by the campus. 

This unit focuses on the Grade 5 RLA curriculum assessed by TEA, emphasizing 
the most frequently tested skills. Genre-based resources will be provided to support 
teachers in planning instruction responsive to student needs. 

STAAR RLA Testing Window: April 5 – 16, 2027 



 
Primary Texts 

Unit  

Unit 1: Journeys 

• “Louie Share Kim, Paper Son” by Barbara D. Krasner (Informational Text) 
• “The Path to Paper Son” by Grant Din (Informational Text) 
• from Life on Earth—and Beyond by Pamela S. Turner (Informational Text) 
• from Pedro’s Journal by Pam Conrad (Historical Fiction) 
• Poetry Collection by Kristine O’Connell George, Drew Lamm and James Hildreth, 

Karen O’Donnell Taylor, and Marilyn Singer (Poetry) 
• Picturesque Journeys by Yanitzia Canetti (Informational Text) 

Unit 2: Observations 

• from Far from Shore by Sophie Webb (Informational Text) 
• A Place for Frogs by Melissa Stewart (Informational Text) 
• from Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (Realistic Fiction) 
• “Tracking Monsters” from Park Scientists by Mary Kay Carson (Informational Text) 
• Don’t Release Animals Back to the Wild by René Saldaña Jr. (Argumentative Text) 
• Let Wild Animals Be Wild by David Bowles (Argumentative Text) 

Unit 3: Reflections 

• from Love, Amalia by Alma Flor Ada and Gabriel M. Zubizarreta (Realistic Fiction) 
• “A Pet for Calvin” by Barbara Robinson (Realistic Fiction) 
• The Carp by Marie Yuen (Legend) 
• The Hermit Thrush by Dana Crum (Drama) 
• Poetry Collection by Davida Adedjouma and Malathi Michelle Iyengar (Poetry) 
• “Life & Art” from The Wright 3 by Blue Balliett (Realistic Fiction) 

Unit 4: Liberty 

• “Keeping Mr. John Holton Alive” from Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis 
(Historical Fiction) 

• The Scarlet Stockings Spy by Trinka Hakes Noble (Historical Fiction) 
• from The Bill of Rights by Amie Jane Leavitt (Informational Text) 
• Delivering Justice by Jim Haskins (Biography) 
• Ezekiel Johnson Goes West by Guy A. Sims (Historical Fiction) 

Unit 5: Systems 

Note: Given the pacing of the year, students are scheduled to complete only the first two 
weeks of Unit 5 rather than the full six-week unit; therefore, only the primary texts for those 
weeks are listed below. 
 
• from Rocks and Fossils by Richard Hantula (Informational Text) 
• from Earth’s Water Cycle by Diane Dakers (Informational Text) 

 

 

 

Units & 
Instructional 

Days 

Assessments & 
Scanning 
Deadlines 

Standards 

Unit 5: 
Systems 

 
10 Instructional 

Days 

EOY RenSTAR  
4/26/27 – 5/14/27 Window 

 
Not applicable 

 
During this unit, campuses will 

administer formative assessments as 
determined by the campus. 

Strand 1 | Foundational Language Skills | 5.2(A)(i), (iii), 5.2(B)(ii), (iii), (iv) 
 
Strand 2 | Comprehension | 5.6(A), 5.6(C) 
 
Strand 3 | Response Skills | 5.7(G) 
 
Strand 4 | Multiple Genres | Not applicable 
 
Strand 5 | Author’s Purpose & Craft | 5.10(B) 
 
Strand 6 | Composition | Not applicable 
 
Strand 7 | Inquiry & Research | Not applicable 
 
Note: Campuses are expected to complete at least the first two weeks of this unit 
and may extend instruction to include additional days as appropriate. This unit will 
also address Student Expectation 5.2B(iii) through a modified lesson, supporting 
mastery by the end of the academic year. 



TEKS Alignment 
Instruction in this course is aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) as adopted by the State Board of Education 
and implemented in accordance with Texas Education Code Chapter 28. 

Instructional Materials 
Primary Texts (if applicable) 
Supplemental instructional materials may be used to support instruction. Supplemental materials do not replace board-approved 
core instructional materials. 

Additional information regarding instructional programs, assessments, and parent access to instructional materials is available on 
the district website. 

Instructional Expectations 
Instruction is delivered using board-approved instructional materials and aligned to the scope and sequence outlined above. Teachers 
are expected to ensure all required standards are taught within the course timeframe. 

Assessment Overview 
Student learning is monitored through formative and summative assessments aligned to course standards. Assessment results are 
used to inform instruction and student supports. Students participate in required state assessments when applicable. 


